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forfeited by this felony. I then thought it convenient to send for the coroner to view the body by a jury before the body was too much decayed. The coroner summoned a jury, and did his office; and upon the examination of eleven witnesses (some that laid him out, the rest that saw him. naked, several because of his colour, having the curiosity to see him after he was dead), gave in their verdict, that he died ex visitatione Dei (or by the hand of God).
This would not serve ; for within few days after there . came one Bright, a lawyer, one Chappell, an attorney (both concerned in the Duke's affairs), and one Buck, a chirurgeon, of Sheffield (whom I had caused to be prosecuted not long before for having two wives), with some others, with my Lord Chief Justice's warrant, directed to the coroner to take up the body; who refused to execute it, saying he had done his office already.
This was a black and yet a ridiculous malice, for had the thing proved to have been done, all their art could never have fixed it so as to have brought either me or my estate into danger. My Lord Chief Justice Eainsford granted this warrant illegally, -information of the fact not being given upon oath. He confessed to me afterwards he was misled in the thing, and that the duke's solicitor was very urgent with him to grant that warrant. The Duke of York told my brother Edmond that he wondered to hear so much discourse of the truth of the thing, which he always did believe to be false. My Lord Ogle told me (and so did my Lord Treasurer afterwards himself) that he, meaning my Lord Treasurer, had taken great pains to prevent the begging of my estate with the King, and I believed it to be true ; but I fear it was with design, had it proved a forfeiture, to have begged it himself (for some told me so afterwards). However, I endeavoured to find the bottom of .this matter, and to be repaired in some measure, as you will read hereafter.